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Sunrise in a Wetland 
Counting Cranes 
By Pamela Eyden 
One Saturday morning every April, thousands of people 
in Wisconsin, Illinois, Iowa 
and Minnesota get up in the middle 
of the night, pull on their rubber 
boots and warm jackets, and drive 
to assigned places near the Missis-
sippi and smaller rivers. They aban-
don their cars at the edge of the 
road and walk quietly 
into the fields and wet-
lands 30 minutes 
before sunup, carry-
ing binoculars, 
maps and clip-
boards. Here they 
stand waiting, lis-
tening, hoping to 
rendezvous with 
sandhill cranes. 
Greater sand-
hill cranes stand 
40 to 50 inches tall 
(102 to 127 mm) 
and have wing-
spreads of six to 
seven feet (1.8 to 
2.1 m). They are often mistaken for 
herons, which are about the same 
size, but cranes fly with their necks 
stretched out straight and legs trail-
ing behind. (Herons trail their legs 
once in a while, but they fly with 
their necks doubled up. Geese stick 
their necks out, but tuck their feet.) 
Both genders are gray, with red 
foreheads, but they have a habit of 
painting themselves with mud and 
vegetation, and by the time they ar-
rive in the North in March or April, 
they may look brown, gold, buff, 
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ocher, rust, charcoal or sandy-col-
ored, camouflaged for the wetlands 
they build their nests in and for the 
chicks. 
At sunrise the cranes often start 
moving from their roosts in the 
(Cranes continues on page 2) 
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Karst Country-
Water Flowing 
Underground 
By Robert E. Sloan 
Most of the bluffs along both sides of the Missis-
sippi River Valley are 
karst, from the Twin Cities all the 
way downriver to Cairo, Illinois. 
Sinkholes, caves, springs and dis-
appearing streams mark a typical 
karst landscape. All these features 
develop when limestone and its 
relative dolomite are slowly dis-
solved by very weak acids (less 
strong than soda pop) formed by 
rainwater mixed with carbon diox-
ide or soil acids. In karst areas 
water drains not just in surface 
rivers and streams, but in large 
part through pipes dissolved in the 
rock along vertical cracks and hori-
zontal planes between two layers 
of rock. 
(Karst Country continues on page 4) 
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(Cranes continued from page 1) 
shallow waters of the river into the 
farm fields nearby. They've learned 
that one of the best sources of food 
in early spring is grain left over 
from the previous year's harvest, al-
though, as omnivores, they also eat 
roots, tubers, frogs, fish, crayfish, 
mice, snakes and snails. As the big 
birds move around to look for 
breakfast, they startle each other 
and trumpet loudly to defend their 
own territories. 
That's when the equally startled 
crane watcher marks the location of 
the call on her or his map. These 
photocopied maps contain the 
scribbled notes from all those 
who've identified birds in the area 
in years past. 
This annual Crane Count is orga-
nized by the International Crane 
Foundation of Baraboo, Wisconsin, 
to monitor breeding populations of 
sandhill cranes, one of the largest 
birds in North America. The volun-
teer effort relies on thousands of 
people. Last year, 3,033 people 
stood watch on 1,679 sites in the 
four states. The count gets bigger 
every year, so many of the crane 
counters are first-timers, recruited 
The single most prized 
crane-counting experience 
is to see a mating dance, in 
which two birds jump into 
the air with their wings 
spread and their long legs 
straight out ... 
by friends or from bird clubs, but 
there's a high return rate. 
"Once people do it, they tend to 
want to do it again," said Kathleen 
Bibby, a veterinarian in Ettrick, 
Wis., who has organized the crane 
counts in Trempealeau County for 
18 years. "I think it's the wetland 
morning experience that draws peo-
ple back." 
Counts are always held on a 
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weekend in mid to late 
April, when birds de-
fending their territory 
are likely to be most 
vocal and demonstra-
tive. Counts begin at 
5:30 a.m. and end at 
7:30 a.m., because 
dawn and dusk are the 
two best times to hear 
them. 
When she first start-
ed organizing counts, 
Kathleen Bibby said, 
her crane counters 
were usually disap-
pointed, because there 
weren't any cranes in 
Trempealeau County. 
"I had to keep 
telling people how im-
portant their negative 
data would be, eventu-
ally!" Bibby said. 
"Today the cranes 
have expanded their 
range so much that 
most observers return 
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with reports of hearing 
cranes or seeing them." 
Sandhill Crane 
Protection of the birds and their 
wetland habitat nurtured the in-
crease (see sidebar). 
Crane counters are most likely to 
hear the guard call - a short, loud 
warning call that sounds something 
like a loon, goose, trumpet or bugle, 
but wilder. In books, it's written, 
"Garoooooo ! " 
The other call is the unison call, 
which is a duet of mates: the fe-
male's two notes in a high register 
superimposed on the male's long, 
low single notes. It's completely 
mesmerizing and not transcribable. 
The single most prized crane-
counting experience is to see a mat-
ing dance, in which two birds jump 
into the air with their wings spread 
and their long legs straight out 
ahead of them, then come down 
and bow to each other, bobbing 
their heads, before jumping up 
again. 
"In recent years some people 
have been lucky enough to see a 
Big River 
pair dance on Crane Counting day," 
Bibby said. "But more often, it's 
people who live near wetlands, or 
near wetlands and cornfields, who 
get to see this." 
The International Crane Founda-
tion (ICF) started the Crane Count 
in the early 1970s to monitor a woe-
fully diminished population of 
sandhill cranes. ICF is an interna-
tional research institution in Bara-
boo, Wis., that is at the center of re-
search and breeding programs for 
cranes all over the world. The Bara-
boo facility houses all 15 species of 
cranes and carries on breeding pro-
grams for several of them. Greater 
sandhill cranes serve as surrogate 
parents to captive-bred chicks in 
some of the programs. 
"This year is our 25th Crane 
Count," said Korie Harder, ICF pro-
gram coordinator. "We've seen a 
definite increase in the last 25 years, 
mostly due to hunting regulations 
and protection of the birds, and be-
cause wetlands are coming back on 
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a lot of the smaller rivers. Sandhill 
cranes need open, shallow water." 
Most people don't get out into 
the river bottoms at all, let alone be-
fore dawn to see the mist rising, 
and trees, hummocks and islands 
emerge from the fog, while owls 
move from tree to tree and the 
spring peepers wake up. It's an eye-
opening and ear-opening experi-
ence, and a reminder that wetlands 
are very old communities, of which 
sandhill cranes are just one charis-
matic part. -
Pamela Eyden lives in Winona, Minn. Her 
last article for Big River was "Fall Birding 
Spots on the Upper Mississippi" (October 
1998). 
Cranes are Coming Back 
• Cranes have been on earth longer than any bird still living - 60 million years. 
Glaciers have covered the continent several times, and thousands of creatures 
have come and gone since cranes started inventing what it was to be cranes. 
• Of the 15 species of cranes in the world, seven are endangered. 
• The sandhill crane species has six subspecies; three are endangered. 
• The greater sandhill crane subspecies, which ranges from the Great Lakes to the 
Pacific, has five regional groups. The great birds that return to the Mississippi 
River Valley and the Upper Midwest every spring are part of the Eastern group. 
For a while they, too, were endangered. 
• The Eastern group summers in the Upper Mississippi and Great Lakes area, and 
winters in Florida and the Texas Gulf Coast. Those that winter in Texas migrate 
north by way of the Mississippi River Flyway. (They can fly 300 miles in a day, 
and they make good time in the spring, when they are all strong adults.) 
• Records show that greater sandhill cranes had disappeared from Illinois by 
1890, Iowa by 1905, South Dakota by 1910, Ohio by 1926 and Indiana by 1929, 
and were nearly gone from several other states. In Wisconsin, there were only 25 
breeding pairs left in 1936. 
• Thanks to hunting prohibitions and the restoration, protection and manage-
ment of wetlands, they are not endangered anymore; in fact, they seem to be 
thriving. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service tallied about 30,000 birds in 1994. 
They have returned as breeding birds to Illinois (1979), southeastern Minnesota 
(mid-1980s), Ohio (1988) and Iowa 0992). Their fate is tied to the fate of the 
wetlands. = 
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(Karst Country continued from page 1) 
Sinkholes are a good indication 
of a karst area. In limestone coun-
try, if you see a tree in the middle of 
a field it probably marks a sinkhole, 
because where there is a sink, the 
farmer can't plow and sapling trees 
get a start. 
Sinkholes form along a vertical 
crack or joint in the limestone, and 
above caves aligned along that 
joint. The rainwater soaks into the 
ground and dissolves the limestone. 
As the cave grows the roof begins 
to collapse. Eventually it reaches 
the surface. Then the soil starts to 
flow down the sinkhole, and the 
farmer has a problem. Once sinks 
start, they are hard to block. A tem-
porary respite can sometimes be 
had by pouring a reinforced con-
crete plug into it. 
A large belt of sinkholes perfo-
rate the Dubuque and Galena for-
mations along a line from 
Rochester, Minnesota, due south-
east nearly to Dubuque, Iowa. 
Along this belt you can find more 
than 100 per square mile. In Min-
nesota alone there are some 11,000 
known sinkholes in this belt. Foun-
tain, Minnesota, calls itself the Sink-
hole Capital of the U.S. 
It used to be a common practice 
to dump garbage and trash into 
sinkholes. The trash seemed to go 
away, but generally found its way 
to the groundwater supplying 
someone's well. That practice can 
now get you into serious trouble. 
In addition to the Galena-
Dubuque belt, over 2,500 sinkholes 
punctuate Minnesota in the Prairie 
du Chien Formation, which caps 
the river bluffs from Hastings to the 
Iowa line. 
Follow the Water 
The water from sinkholes moves 
horizontally through the rocks, dis-
solving the limestone along bed-
ding planes and joints to form 
caves below the water table. The 
caves in the Prairie du Chien 
dolomite began to be formed 475 
million years ago, when the sea lev-
el dropped, exposing the bare new 
4 
dolomite to rain. The caves in the 
Galena and Dubuque began form-
ing 100 million years ago during 
the age of dinosaurs, in a tropical 
environment. As these sinkholes 
and caves formed they were par-
tially plugged with red soil. 
Before the Nebraskan Glaciation 
(about 700,000 years ago) our caves 
were completely full of water. Dur-
South Branch Root River 
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way back to their sources. Retreat-
ing waterfalls cut the Mississippi 
Valley north, and its tributary rivers 
did the same. This cut into the 
caves and drained some of the wa-
ter out, making them free-air caves 
and starting the production of sta-
lactites, stalagmites and other drip-
stone features. 
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This diagram map and cross section of Mystery Cave, at Forestville State Park near Spring 
Valley, Minnesota, shows the pattern of caves and joints. These passages have been carrying 
water for the past 100 million years. (From Southeastern Minnesota Middle Ordovician 
Carbonate Stratigaphy by Bob Sloan and Calvin Alexander.) 
ing each of the last four ice ages, 
the sea level all over the world 
dropped to about 450 feet lower 
than the present level. When the 
glaciers were at their maximum 
and sea level was lowest, all the 
rivers in the world cut their chan-
nels down from tide water all the 
Big River 
Cave Belt 
There are many caves in our area 
big enough for people to walk or 
crawl into, but only a few are com-
mercial caves suitable for tourists. 
Minnesota has over 300 caves from 
the Twin Cities to the Iowa line, 209 
in Fillmore County alone. The com-
April 1999 
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mercial caves are Mystery Cave in 
Forestville State Park near Spring 
Valley, and Niagara Cave near Har-
mony just north of the Iowa line. 
Mystery, probably the most thor-
oughly studied cave in the region, 
is the largest and longest cave in 
Minnesota. A 10-mile, mapped 
maze of passages join two entrances 
just a mile apart. The South Branch 
of the Root River disappears into 
the western entrance through the 
Dubuque Formation. (The mystery 
was where it came out.) It exits the 
east of the town of Blue Mounds, 
and about 20 miles west of Madi-
son, again in the Galena Group. 
Illinois has about 315 mapped 
caves scattered over the state. None 
are commercial but there is a six-
mile-long public cave south of Wa-
terloo, about 30 miles south of St. 
Louis. The Illinois Caverns State 
Natural Area, in Mississippian lime-
stones, has self-guided tours. 
Where caves meet the surface or 
where the ground water flows 
along the top of a more or less wa-
cave 100 feet lower in 
the middle of the 
Galena Group, a mile 
and a half east-north-
east of the western 
entrance, at a com-
plex of springs along 
about a quarter-mile 
stretch of the South 
Branch of the Root 
River. These springs, 
known as Seven 
Springs and Saxifrage 
Springs, form the 
head of the cold wa-
ter trout fishery on 
the South Branch. The 
cave functions as an 
underground short 
cut for the the South 
Branch of the Root 
River. Under all but 
These small caves are in the Prairie du Chien Formation along 
I-90 near Lewiston, Minnesota. A black cat huddled on top of a 
rock in front of the cave (circled in white) will give you an idea 
of the size of the openings. Typically this formation is riddled 
with small caves that provide no filtration to the flow of water. 
flood conditions the stream bed is 
dry between a sinkhole in the river 
and the springs. Mystery was a 
great cave when it was commercial. 
It's even better now that it is in a 
state park. 
Iowa contains about 300 mapped 
caves. The commercial caves are 
Crystal Lake Cave in the Galena 
Formation just west of Dubuque, 
and Spook Cave, also in the Galena 
just west of McGregor. The biggest 
cave, Cold Water Cave, is not open 
to the public. 
Wisconsin has only two commer-
cial caves, Crystal Cave in the 
Shakopee Formation of the Prairie 
Du Chien Group near Spring Valley 
in Pierce County, and Cave of the 
Mounds in Dane County, two miles 
April 1999 
tertight bed, you find springs. 
Many rivers in the karst area flow 
into sinkholes, through caves and 
come out to the surface again as 
springs. 
Vanishing Lagoons 
The storage of large amounts of 
water, sewage or manure can lead 
to serious environmental problems 
in a karst area. 
There are some 20 sewage la-
goons in southern Minnesota. Three 
of them failed catastrophically 
when water leaked through the 
concrete and washed out the clay 
plug in a sinkhole. (A contractor 
once told me there are only two 
kinds of concrete: wet and cracked.) 
The Altura sewage lagoon collapsed 
Big River 
in 1974, and again in 1976 after be-
ing rebuilt. The Lewiston Waste-
water Treatment Facility failed in 
1981. And the Bellechester sewage 
lagoon collapsed in 1992. The 
Lewiston Golf Course built a water 
hazard behind a dam in the 1970s; 
it failed suddenly when several 
sinkholes formed under the pond. 
In each case, potential sinkholes 
plugged with soil under the pond 
were washed free and enlarged by 
hydraulic pressure. Each of these 
was built on the upper part of the 
Prairie du Chien Formation. We 
should be very careful where we 
place manure storage facilities, too, 
or the manure will suddenly enter 
the ground water and show up in 
someone's well. It's not just the j smell of pig factories that can be 
l dangerous to your health. 
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Bob Sloan was a professor of geology at the 
University of Minnesota for 44 years. He 
now lives on the big river at Winona. His 
last article for Big River was "Rock Walls 
along the River" (November 1998). 
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By Mi Ae Lipe-Butterbrodt and Reggie 
McLeod 
River Medicine 
La Crosse, Wis. - Over 400 acres 
of wetlands in the La Crosse River 
Valley in Onalaska and La Crosse 
will be preserved, thanks to a pro-
posal by the Gundersen Lutheran 
Medical Center. 
The land lies behind Gundersen 
Lutheran's Onalaska clinic. The 
project includes hiking and cross-
country ski trails, wildlife viewing 
platforms and environmental edu-
cation programs. Gundersen 
Lutheran, which is donating 130 
acres, will work with the Western 
Wisconsin Technical College, Mis-
sissippi Valley Conservancy, the 
cities of Onalaska and La Crosse 
and the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources to restore and 
conserve the land (La Crosse Tribune 
2-16-99). 
Shore Care 
A bill introduced in the Minnesota 
legislature would require a 250-foot 
buffer zone around many lakes and 
streams in which logging would ei-
ther be restricted or prohibited. 
The National Audubon Society's 
Minnesota office is promoting the 
bill, which would ban clearcutting 
in the buffer zones and allow only 
selective logging around many 
lakes, streams, ponds and wetlands 
on state- and county-managed land. 
The Audubon bill follows contro-
versial legislation sponsored by the 
Minnesota Forest Resources Council 
that passed last year. The council's 
bill provides less protection, even 
allowing clearcutting to maximize 
growth of certain tree species (St. 
Paul Pioneer Press 3-9-99). 
• Folks with property along 
lakes, rivers, streams and wetlands 
might want to read Landscaping for 
Wildlife and Water Quality, the Min-
6 
nesota Department of Natural Re-
sources' new publication. It offers 
information on landscaping shore-
lines to improve wildlife and the 
environment. 
The full-color, spiral-bound book 
is $19.95, plus postage and han-
dling, from Minnesota's Bookstore, 
1-800-657-3757, or (651) 297-3000 in 
the Twin Cities metro area. It will 
be available soon at bookstores. 
• It's all in how you say it, ac-
cording to focus groups organized 
by the Maine Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection's Nonpoint 
Source Program, which in 1998 
studied how to market control of 
non-point source pollution to the 
general public. 
The focus groups suggested 
weeding out "technoese" in agency 
language. The word "buffer," in 
particular, caused confusion be-
cause it has many possible mean-
ings. One focus group member said 
that "a buffer was a product used to 
wax a car" (River Crossings, Jan.-
Feb. 1999) .• 
Whooping Whooped 
Wisconsin, Florida and California 
- Rare whooping cranes may soon 
return to Wisconsin's skies if the 
state is chosen as a reintroduction 
site for a third flock of North Amer-
ica's tallest birds. 
First, a specific wintering and 
breeding area must be chosen. Re-
searchers plan to study the 
Necedah National Wildlife Refuge, 
which contains isolated wetland, 
grassland and forest habitats critical 
to the cranes, according to the Inter-
national Crane Foundation. Florida 
will probably be the new flock's 
wintering site. 
• Hundreds of white pelicans 
and other fish-eating migratory 
birds wintering on Lake Apopka in 
Florida, just west of Orlando, have 
Big River 
died, possibly from pesticides. To 
restore the lake, thousands of acres 
of pesticide-saturated farmland 
were flooded. 
White pelicans are repopulating 
parts of the Upper Mississippi, 
drawn by the river's improved 
habitat and food supply. Officials 
will continue restoring the Florida 
lake (Reuters 3-19-99). 
• If you visit the Rancho San An-
tonio preserve near San Jose, Cali-
fornia, watch out for the love-struck 
tom turkeys who have taken to 
charging hikers, chasing cars and 
blocking trails (San Jose Mercury 
News 3-4-99). 
The birds are in the midst of 
their February-to-June breeding sea-
son. To show off their masculine 
vigor, the birds may chase, peck or 
fly at people, according to the 
park's newsletter. 
Development vs. Science 
Illinois - Two Illinois state legisla-
tors have introduced a bill to re-
move the eastern massasauga rat-
tlesnake, brook lamprey and Indi-
ana crayfish from the Illinois threat-
ened and endangered species lists, 
because the species are "getting in 
the way" of development in their 
districts. 
The Illinois Department of Nat-
ural Resources strongly opposes the 
bill, which would have huge impli-
cations for all rare species. If politi-
cians can take away protection for 
reasons other than scientific ones, 
then endangered species laws may 
become useless, according to the St. 
Louis Herpetological Society. 
St. Croix Waves 
Minnesota and Wisconsin - A 
federal appeals court upheld con-
troversial no-wake regulations on 
the Lower St. Croix River on March 
12. Boaters must operate their craft 
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with no wake within 100 feet of 
shore and swimmers, and within 
marked areas, (St. Paul Pioneer Press 
3-13-99). 
Minnesota and Wisconsin adopt-
ed the rules in 1979 and expanded 
them in 1995 for environmental and 
safety reasons. The lower river is 
very busy in the summer months. 
• The Sierra Club and the Min-
nesota Center for Environmental 
Advocacy (MCEA) are questioning 
the need for a four-lane St. Croix 
River bridge recently approved by 
the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) amid much 
controversy. 
Concerned over the urban 
sprawl that a larger bridge might 
trigger, the Sierra Club and MCEA 
charge that MDOT traffic projec-
tions for 2020 are inflated by 45 to 
61 percent, and that a less intrusive 
two-lane bridge should be consid-
ered. 
Green Corridor 
St. Anthony Falls, Minn. - A plan 
that calls for significant landscaping 
and creating more parkland along 
the Mississippi in Minneapolis was 
recently approved by the public. 
The plan, called "The River 
Green," calls for new parkways and 
paths; over 125 acres of parkland 
space along both sides of the river; 
improved landscaping, lighting and 
sidewalks along streets linking 
neighborhoods to the riverfront; 
and redevelopment of industrial ar-
eas into residential neighborhoods 
(Above the Falls, March 1999). 
Planners for The River Green 
will present designs for potential 
development at a public meeting in 
mid-April (see the River Calendar). 
Radio Fish 
Wisconsin and Japan - Lake stur-
geon manage to travel through the 
locks and dams on the Upper Mis-
sissippi, but they may be too slow 
to avoid barges, according to a 
-'-- study in progress by the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey's Upper Midwest En-
vironmental Sciences Center. 
April 1999 
Biologists are tracking 28 lake 
sturgeon outfitted with radio and 
ultrasonic transmitters in two Up-
per Mississippi pools. Almost half 
of the tagged sturgeon passed 
through navigation dams at least 
once, and one sturgeon traveled 105 
miles, through five dams. 
Some fish were forced out of 
their channel habitats as barges ap-
proached, while others showed no 
reaction, putting them in danger of 
getting hit by propellers (Upper Mis-
sissippi River Conservation Committee 
newsletter, Jan.-Feb. 1999). 
• Perhaps the sturgeon will teach 
the barges a thing or two. Japan's 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd. 
has developed radio-controlled ro-
bot fish, soon to appear in amuse-
ment parks. They use their tails and 
fins to swim just like real fish. 
Because the robots use a third 
less energy pound-for-pound than 
propeller-driven craft, artificial fins 
may be used to improve ship de-
sign. The technology may also be 
used to develop robots that can lo-
cate sunken ships and study marine 
ecology (Business Week 3-22-99). 
Tows Dropped 
New Orleans, La. -A Florida 
po~er utility has shut down a 
rail/barge coal transport system 
and is converting to an all-rail sys-
tem, citing "above market level" 
barge transport costs. 
Seminole Electric Cooperative 
Inc. is suing Central Gulf Lines 
(CGL), requesting that its contract 
with CGL be terminated and asking 
the court to determine "fair and 
lawful damages" due CGL. Four-
teen towboats, 111 barges and a 
Florida terminal built for the coal-
to-rail transport are now idle. 
Seminole, in its agreement with 
CGL, financed the barges and boats, 
which would move at least 2.7 mil-
lion tons of coal annually from Indi-
ana to Florida. Seminole originally 
chose barge transport because all-
rail rates were higher at that time 
(The Waterways Journal, 2-15-99). 
Big River 
Barging Through 
Washington, D.C. - Conservation 
groups are fighting a proposal by 
the towboat industry to expand five 
1,200-foot locks on the Upper Mis-
sissippi River, despite the fact that 
the preliminary results of a $51-mil-
lion study by the Army Corps of 
Engineers found such an expansion 
economically unjustified. 
MARC 2000, a lobbying associa-
tion for the tow industry, proposed 
the Export Facilitation Act in a Con-
gressional hearing on March 18. The 
act would authorize the Corps to 
double the length of the 600-foot 
locks 20 through 25, according to ' 
American Rivers. The new, length-
ened locks would ease congestion. 
"Expanding five locks could 
double barge traffic on the Missis-
sippi River, potentially doubling 
truck traffic in riverside communi-
ties and accelerating the loss of 
habitat for river wildlife," said Rick 
Moore, Mississippi River project di-
rector for the Izaak Walton League 
of America. "This would be the fi-
nal nail in Old Man River's coffin." 
What a Croc 
Wyandotte, Iowa - Yellow will 
be the color of choice for many peo-
ple on the river this summer, as the 
Queensland river crocodile stakes 
out new territory in the islands and 
backwaters. 
Since the large, invasive species 
moved into the Upper Mississippi 
and lower Missouri rivers last fall, 
biologists have debated how far 
north it will move before the cold 
winters halt its spread. ' 
This crocodile, which grows to 
lengths of 24 feet in Australia, is re-
pelled by the color yellow. It does 
not normally attack humans, except 
during its mating season, when fe-
males splash through shallow pools 
advertising their presence by trum-
peting a three-note call. 
The croc hides provide a durable, 
attractive leather that fetches top 
dollar down under. This exotic 
species could revitalize the, trapping 
industry in the Upper Midwest. 
7 
~ 
Special Events & Festivals 
April 
17-18 Black River Canoe Trip and Car 
Camping, Coulee Region Sierra Club, 
(608) 788-8831. 
24 Annual Sandhill Crane Count, Illinois, 
Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Interna-
tional Crane Foundation, (608) 356-9462. 
30 Walk When the Moon is Full, 8 p.m., 
West Coon Rapids Dam, Brooklyn Park, 
Minn., (612) 424-8172. 
May 
1 Tree planting, Greening Project, 9 a.m. -
1 p.m., Swede Hollow Park, St. Paul, 
Minn., register by April 15, (651) 224-
9885. 
1 Harriet Hosmer Day Arts Fair, Lansing, 
Iowa. 
8 International Migratory Bird Day cele-
bration, Myrick Park, La Crosse, Wis., 
(608) 783-8405. 
15 Mississippi River Migratory Bird 
Count, Greening Project and St. Paul 
Audubon Society, St. Paul, Minn., (651) 
224-9885, (651) 291-2596. 
Meetings & Hearings 
April 
6 Preserving the history of the Mississippi, 
Anoka, Minn., (651) 290-4160. 
8 Lower Wis. Riverway Board, 5 p.m., 
Public Library, Sauk City, Wis., 800-221-
3792, or (608) 739-3188. 
8 Open House, proposed Dakota county 
Mississippi River Regional Trail plan, 7 
p.m - 8:30 p.m., Western Service Center, 
Apple Valley, Minn., (612) 891-7030. 
10 Informational clinic for Mississippi 
River hunters and trappers, 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m., U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Resource Center, Onalaska, Wis., (608) 
785-9000, (608) 783-8405. 
12 Conservation Easements, Minnesota 
Land Trust, Southern Blufflands Chap-
ter, 7 p.m., Lake Park Lodge, Winona, 
Minn., (507) 895-3065, (507) 454-5532. 
13 Coulee Chapter of the Friends of the 
Upper Mississippi Refuges, 7 p.m., U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Visitor Center, 
Onalaska, Wis., (608) 783-8405. 
13 Crane Count organizational and train-
ing meeting, 7 p.m., Hixon Forest 
Nature Center, La Crosse, Wis., (608) 
788-8831. 
14 The River Green, master land use plan 
along the Upper Mississippi in Min-
8 
neapolis, information meeting, 6 p.m. -
8 p.m., Jenny Lind School, Minneapolis, 
Minn., comment line, (612) 661-4863. 
15 Trempealeau County (Wis.) Crane 
Count information meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
Gale-Ettrick-Trempealeau High School 
Library, (608) 582-2322. 
16 Design and construction of trails 
through sensitive areas, Minnesota Val-
ley Fish and Wildlife Refuge, Bloom-
ington, Minn., (651) 290-4160, ext. 221. 
22-23 Mississippi River Research Consor-
tium Annual Meeting, Yacht Club 
Resorts, La Crosse, Wis., (309) 298-1553. 
Workshops & Conferences 
April 
3 Bluebird Workshops, Wild Birds Unlim-
ited, Onalaska, Wis., (608) 781-5088. 
17 Bluebird Conference, 8 a.m., High 
School, Winona, Minn., (507) 453-8904. 
26-30 International Zebra Mussel and 
Aquatic Nuisance Species Conference, 
Duluth, Minn., 800-868-8776. 
May 
2-7 Elderhostel Mississippi River Pro-
Almanac 
By Kenny Salwey 
grams, Northern Illinois University, 
DeKalb, Ill., write Elderhostel, 75 Fed-
eral St., Boston, MA 02110. 
13-14 Bridging the River, Fillmore Missis-
sippi Heritage Conference, RiverCentre, 
St. Paul, Minn., (612) 625-0347. ~ 
Habitat Restoration and Protection of 
the Upper Mississippi River System 
5 p.m - 7 p.m., Open House 
7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., Meeting 
(309) 793-5800 or (651) 290-1695. 
April 
13 City Hall, Rock Island, Ill. 
14 Carnegie-Stout Library, 
Dubuque. 
19 Huckleberry's, Prairie du Chien, 
Wis. 
20 Public Library, La Crosse, Wis. 
21 Public Library, Red Wing, Minn. 
May 
6 Dakota Co. History Center, South 
St. Paul, Minn. 
April showers bring May flowers, but in some years they bring April flowers as 
well. On more than one occasion, I've waded knee-deep in that black, boot-suckin' 
Mississippi Mud along the edge of a backwater swamp to a place where a small, 
sparkling spring gurgles its way out of a hillside. A small delta has formed where 
the spring meets the swamp, and here the marsh marigolds bloom in April. In this 
strange merger of uplands and lowlands one can hear the wild turkey gobbling, 
mallards quacking, ruffed grouse drumming and sandhill cranes trilling. 
One day in late April, I found a nest of baby cottontails close to where the 
spring bubbles out of the hill, underneath a silver maple tree. I looked up to see a 
mama robin sitting in her nest. Two natural mothers, one a bird in a tree, the other 
a mammal on the ground. Both were very different in appearance and lifestyles 
yet they were exactly the same, for they had both chosen Spring Hollow for their 
secluded nursery in which to carry out the ancient, natural and honorable task of 
motherhood. 
Did you ever notice how green the fresh grass is this month? Somehow the 
grass of summer can't compare to that of spring. In April, the Circle of Life seems 
sweeter and more meaningful than ever, wouldn't you say, my friend? ffl 
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